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sentence, "and that government of the people, by the people, for
the people, shall not perish from the earth**, was the clue and it
ran through Sun's head for many a day till he had worked out an
application suitable to the needs of China,
From this Brussels meeting thirty students joined The Progressive
Chinese Society; other branches were established in Paris and Berlin.
There is an amusing and instinctive story of this campaign
amongst the students in Europe. Two young Chinese, who were
receiving pay from the Chinese government to maintain them while
studying, joined Sun's society. A fellow student, who was a Manchu,
pointed out they would get into serious trouble if Peking heard of
their revolutionary connection and they would certainly receive no
more pay. This so alarmed the young men that they decided to
' recant and, if possible, make amends for their sin against Peking,
They went to Sun's lodgings when he was out and stole the register
of members of The Progressive Chinese Society and with this valued
prize went to the representative of the Manchu government in Paris.
On their knees they confessed to the minister, offering him the secret
book if he could save them from the severe consequences of their
treasonable crime. Apparently the minister himself was not too
well satisfied with his Manchu masters and was sufficiently im-
pressed by Sun to have no wish to thwart his activities; so he
ordered the students to return the stolen book immediately. He
scared the culprits by saying the French police would be after them
for theft and that he, Himself, would cut off their pay if they did
not at once return the book to Sun. The bewildered young mea
went to Sun, knelt before him and confessed, asking his forgiveness.
Membership of secret societies in China is always taken very seriously
and as a rule definite and very disagreeable penalties are laid down
for any member guilty of betrayal. Sun was noted for his obstinate
insistence on an oath of allegiance in his societies, so that it is the
more remarkable that he forgave these two young students readily.
But then, he was also noted for his forgiving disposition.
Hitherto Sun's converts included only a few of the student class,
but with the concentration of his propaganda on The Three Princi-
ples of the People he attracted many more and in so doing somewhat
cut the ground from under Kang and the other monarchist re-
formers.
Thirty-five years after this Brussels meeting when Sun persuaded
thirty young students to support The Three Principles, Dr. Y. G.
Chen, President of the University of Nanking and a member of